COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS
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Individuals can make a difference in their own community but not everyone has bought into preparedness. Research
on personal preparedness indicates that individuals who believe they are prepared for disasters often are not as
prepared as they think. In addition, some admit they do not plan to prepare at all.

The challenge: Maximizing awareness and encouraging participation in disaster preparedness activities to affect
change at the community level.

Our nation’s emergency managers, firefighters, law enforcement officers, EMT/paramedics, and other emergency
responders do an incredible job of keeping us safe, but they cannot do it alone. We must all embrace our personal
responsibility to be prepared — in doing so; we contribute to the safety and security of our communities as well.

There are organizations in your community that host community-planning meetings, provide preparedness
information and volunteer opportunities to community members and when in need, are available to respond to a
disaster. Organizations like Citizen Corps provide this support in communities nationwide.

The Citizen Corps effort is coordinated at the local level by Citizen Corps Councils or similar coordinating bodies,
which bring together community leaders to plan for emergencies before they happen. The local leaders who serve on
the Citizen Corps Councils should reflect all sectors of the whole community to ensure every stakeholder has a seat
at the table. Citizen Corps Council members participate in developing community emergency plans, conduct localized
outreach and education to the public, offer training and participation in exercises, encourage volunteerism, and in the
event of a disaster, form an integral part of the response.

For information on Yuma'’s Citizen Corps, please contact Rogelio Torres at (928) 317-4624 or Gretchen Robinson at
(928) 373-1093.

Yuma County Citizen Corps information http://www.citizencorps.gov/cc/showCouncil.do?id=46331

For more information, visit: www.citizencorps.gov
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